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March 27, 2017 
 
Minister Reza Moridi, MPP 
Ministry of Research, Innovation and Science 
Communications and Marketing Branch 
8th Floor, Hearst Block 
900 Bay Street 
Toronto Ontario M7A 2E1 
 
Dear Minister Moridi: 
 
Let me begin by thanking your Ministry for the opportunity to provide public input to shape the 
role, responsibilities and mandate of Ontario’s Chief Science Officer. Put simply, this should be 
an executive-level professional who can bridge together the work of both private and public-
sector interests, while being committed to the best interests of all Ontarians.  
 
The creation of this position is an opportunity to further align the research, innovation and 
economic development priorities of local governments, post-secondary institutions, business 
representatives and industry associations with the Province.  
 
The following submission is guided by three recommendations that we hope the successful 
candidate will follow to undertake their work: 
 

1. Strengthen existing connections  
2. Align existing strategic planning priorities 
3. Support post-secondary institutions   

 
First, strengthening existing connections must be central to the work undertaken by the 
new Chief Science Officer.  In 2015, I launched the Mayor’s Innovation & Entrepreneurship 
Taskforce – a working group that connects public-sector and private-sector stakeholders who 
are helping foster a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship in Mississauga.  
 
In our ongoing conversations, Taskforce members identified the importance of strengthening 
connections: connecting students, start-ups and existing businesses, with networking 
opportunities with academic and business thought leaders, along with potential inroads to 
secure capital investments to help bring innovative, scientific research into the marketplace.  
 
Ontario’s Chief Science Officer will have an important platform as a province-wide thought 
leader and is well positioned to bring stakeholders together to work toward common goals.  
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Second, Ontario’s Chief Science Officer must work to align existing strategic plans and 
objectives with other governments, industry and stakeholder group efforts, to better 
ensure duplication is avoided and mutual goals are identified and achieved. Communities 
across Ontario are undertaking important work to develop strategies to help advance research 
and innovation, especially in the field of life sciences, which continues to be an important 
industry sector for the Province.  
 
In Mississauga, we mean business when supporting our life science industry. We are Canada’s 
second largest life sciences cluster by employment, home to over 430 life science companies 
employing over 22,000 people.  Over the last 10 years, our life sciences talent base has grown 
by 25 per cent.  
 
To ensure we maintain and grow our competitive edge in the life sciences industry, the team of 
professionals at the City of Mississauga’s Economic Development Office (EDO) have developed 
the new Mississauga Life Sciences Cluster Strategy, 2017-2021.   
 
This Strategy is the first of its kind for a Canadian municipality, and will guide EDO’s ongoing 
efforts to identify new opportunities to strengthen Mississauga’s competitive advantage in the 
life sciences industry.  This Strategy is the spark that will ignite the synergy between 
government, industry, academia and concerned citizens.  
 
Together, we will create a sustainable environment that supports and nurtures scientific 
breakthroughs as well as medical innovations that will benefit the world while generating 
important economic development here at home. I believe the resources of the Chief Science 
Officer can help advance the objectives set out in our Strategy to the benefit of all of Ontario.   
 
The Trudeau government’s Budget 2017 committed $950 million to unleash the potential of 
superclusters in health/bio-sciences. This, in particular, is an opportunity for Mississauga to 
explore ways to build on the abovementioned Strategy. Mississauga’s priority sectors are well-
aligned with the supercluster strategy, and so should be the priorities of the Chief Science 
Officer.  
 
Third, supporting post-secondary institutions and faculty with their research endeavours 
must be a priority. Mississauga Council continues to provide an unprecedented $10 million 
grant toward the success of the University of Toronto Mississauga’s (UTM) Innovation Complex. 
We believe all levels of government have a responsibility to ensure people have access to 
world-class post-secondary education.  
 
Our partners at UTM are at the vanguard of helping Mississauga maintain and expand its edge 
in the life sciences field. UTM injects over $1 billion annually into Peel Region, with the bulk of 
the share going to Mississauga. UTM offers a Masters of Biotechnology – one of the few 
programs of its kind in Canada. UTM’s Academy of Medicine undertakes cutting-edge research 
and graduates talented men and women into the fields of medicine, healthcare and commerce. 
 
As a result of the cutting-edge research and inspiring leadership of Dr. Patrick Gunning, UTM 
launched the new Centre for Medicinal Chemistry. With the formation of this new and innovative 
institution, UTM continues to assert its own identity and reputation for research excellence.  
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This one of a kind Centre has one goal: to make unprecedented medical breakthroughs to 
combat cancer and other lethal diseases.  Dr. Gunning’s research team is designing 
compounds that kill cancer cells and gives patients much needed hope. As Mayor of 
Mississauga, it is so encouraging to know that this life-changing work is taking place here in 
Canada’s sixth-largest city.   
 
I am confident that the work of the Office of the Chief Science Officer can help leading 
scientists, academics and post-secondary institutions make further inroads with the life-
changing work they study and undertake each and every day. 
 
Thank you once again, Minister Moridi, for the opportunity to provide public input to shape the 
important work that will be undertaken by the first-ever Chief Science Officer for Ontario. 
Working together, both public and private sector can bring about new and important research 
that safeguards and elevates the quality of life for Ontarians, and unleashes new opportunities 
that can lead to economic development.   
 
I welcome the opportunity to discuss this submission further with you. 
 
Warmest Regards, 

 
Bonnie Crombie, MBA, ICD.D 
Mayor, City of Mississauga 
 


